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March 2004

Breaking News … in Specialized Geriatric Services           

Welcome to the ‘Breaking News’ newsletter, a new initiative of the Regional Geriatric Program central (RGPc).  Breaking News will bring you current information related to Specialized Geriatric Services (SGS) and will be a venue for each of our Regions to share their news, events and initiatives with others. If you have News that you’d like to share across the RGPc Regions please email rbarron@stpetes.ca
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Spotlight… on Waterloo Region

Waterloo

The Waterloo Dementia Care Network (WDCN) is holding a spring forum Friday April 30th. The WDCN will continue to build bridges, inspire vision and celebrate the accomplishments of their Respite, Education and Services and Linkages Working Groups. The WDCN will be announcing a website in the near future. 
The Restorative Justice Approaches to Elder Abuse Project is a community wide initiative spearheaded by Arlene Groh from the CCAC. The elder abuse project takes a conflict resolution approach to resolving elder abuse and mistreatment. 
In response to wandering dementia patients, the Waterloo Region Task Force developed a training package for long-term care facilities including manuals on how to search facilities, what to do if the missing person cannot be found, along with an aerial map of LTC facilities. 

The Benefits of Networking!
Upon learning of Waterloo’s great work in developing a dementia care search and rescue procedure manual, Barb McCoy, PRC in Hamilton tailored Waterloo’s procedure to Hamilton Adult day programs. Barb’s work epitomizes the benefits of networking and underscores the need to strengthen ties across the RGPc regions. Check out the RGPc website to access a downloadable copy of the manual. 
RGPc Upcoming Education Calendar
The Regional Geriatric Program central is pleased to announce the launch of an education calendar (mid April) on our website.  This monthly calendar will be attached to the Breaking News newsletter. The education calendar will provide RGPc communities the opportunity to be informed of education events from across the regions and facilitate the coordination of events within communities. Please remember to keep us informed of your upcoming education events!
Highlights of the CGEC Education Event: “The Future of Dementia Care”
The CGEC education event with Daniel Kuhn at the Royal Botanical Gardens provided a very engaging, moving and interactive presentation on the lived experience of Alzheimer’s disease. Daniel challenged how we think about dementia care, offering a new world view for institutional care and strategies for implementing this view into practice. An essential ingredient to this recipe is to invert the traditional hierarchy of institutional care where alternate ways of knowing are valued; recognizing that everyday dementia care requires high levels of ability, creativity and insight. The challenges and complexities of everyday dementia care require that we find an ethical balance among the various stakeholders while remaining sensitive to a philosophy of care that is primarily concerned with the enhancement of personhood. Overall, Daniel’s presentation asks that we reflect on how we think about personhood, urging us to adopt a whole person philosophy to inform how we provide dementia care. 
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