	Coding system definitions



	Coding definitions
	Canadian Medical Association Journal – 1999
	American Academy of Family Physicians – 2002
	American Academy of Neurology – 2001
	Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network – 1998
	 American Psychiatric Association – 1997

	Level 1 

**level 1b
	Evidence obtained from at least 1 properly randomized controlled trial
	N/A
	Evidence provided by one or more well designed, randomized, controlled trials, including overviews (meta-analyses) of such trials
	Evidence obtained from meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials

** 1b - Evidence obtained from at least one randomized controlled trial
	Recommended with substantial clinical confidence

	Level 2

**level 2b
	Evidence obtained from well-designed controlled trials without randomization.

Evidence obtained from well-designed cohort or case-control analytic studies, preferably from more than 1 centre or research group.

Evidence obtained from comparisons between times or places with or without the intervention.  Dramatic results in uncontrolled experiments are included in this category.


	N/A
	Evidence provided by well designed observational studies with concurrent controls (e.g., case control or cohort studies)
	Evidence obtained from at least one other type of well-designed controlled study without randomization

** 2b – Evidence obtained from at least one other type of well-designed quasi-experimental study
	Recommended with moderate clinical confidence

	Level 3
	Opinions of respected 
	N/A
	Evidence provided by 
	Evidence obtained from well-
	 May be recommended on 

	
	authorities, based on clinical experience, descriptive studies or reports of expert committees.
	
	expert opinion, case series, case reports, and studies with historical controls
	designed non-experimental descriptive studies, such as comparative studies, correlation studies and case studies
	the basis of individual circumstances

	Level 4
	
	
	
	Evidence obtained from expert committee reports or opinions and/or clinical experiences of respected authorities
	


