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April 2004

Breaking News … in Specialized Geriatric Services
Welcome to the ‘Breaking News’ newsletter, a new initiative of the Regional Geriatric Program central (RGPc).  Breaking News will bring you current information related to Specialized Geriatric Services (SGS) and will be a venue for each of our Regions to share their news, events and initiatives with others. If you have News that you’d like to share across the RGPc Regions please email rbarron@stpetes.ca
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 Spotlight…Haldimand and Norfolk
Haldimand and Norfolk
The Dementia Network of Haldimand-Norfolk (DNHN) hosted an all-day Dementia Forum on Friday, April 23, 2004 at The Greens at Renton near Simcoe, Ontario.  Guest speaker, Dr. W. Dalziel presented, “Dementia: Hope for Now and the Future”. Dr. Dalziel’s presentation focused on recognizing the early signs of dementia.  

Haldimand and Norfolk is pleased to announce that two of its locals have been nominated for the 2004 Geriatric Service Recognition Award: The Alzheimer Society of HN has been nominated for Outstanding Organization Achievement and the Specialized Geriatric Services program at Adult Mental Health Services for the Outstanding Team Achievement. The awards event will be taken place at the Scottish Rite on May 5/04.  

Addiction Services of the Haldimand- Norfolk Health Unit offered a two day 
workshop which focused on issues related to older adults and substance 
use/misuse and mental health issues. Margaret Flower, Clinical Co-coordinator for Addictions in the Geriatric/ Neuropsychiatry at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, and the Co-coordinator of the OPUS-55 program in Toronto, facilitated the day. Margaret presented on topics related to Best Practices and Narrative Therapy. Day two of the workshop was designed for Personal Support Workers and care givers/providers and focused on dealing with difficult behaviours, dementia, workplace concerns and communication tools. The purpose behind this event was to provide information and education that could assist professionals, staff and informal care givers to recognize potential problems in the home and how to best deal with the challenges and unique issues faced by older adults.
Continuing Gerontological Education Cooperative (CGEC) News
The CGEC is organizing two education events next month: The Field Educator Workshop offers, “The Reflective Practitioner: Sharing your Practice Wisdom and Expertise with Learners.” The three hour program is designed to be an interactive learning opportunity involving interdisciplinary perspectives and input, small group discussions, role-plays and reflective learning exercises. In addition, the CGEC brings you, "Nurturing the Relationships of Care: Building Person-Centred Teams" Featuring keynote speaker, Anna Ortigara (RN, MS). For more details and registration information, see the RGPc education calendar at www.rgpc.ca
RGPc Update



The RGPc is pleased to announce it has launched its website education calendar. The education calendar is intended to serve as a one-stop 
resource for geriatric education events across RGPc. We encourage all organizations to post their events as early as possible in the planning stage. Please send the details of your event along with registration attachments to:
Paula DiLoreto

905.777.3837 ext. 12440

PDiLoreto@stpetes.ca
Celebrating Collaboration!
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The RGPc and the CGEC would like to invite you to take part in a strawberry and champagne celebration in recognition of their collaborative efforts at St. Peter’s Family of Services, Monday June 28th, 2004 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.    

More news to follow
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