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Ministry of Transportation (MOT) Information / Fact Sheet  
 
 
Reporting patients to the MOT who have dementia but based upon your 
assessment are currently safe to drive 

Under Section 203 of the Highway Traffic Act physicians are required by law to report: 

A diagnosis of mild cognitive impairment (MCI) or mild dementia requires you notify the 
MOT.   If upon completion of your driving assessment you feel they are currently safe to 
drive you will indicate this fact in the doctor’s comments section including your intention to 
follow up in a specified period of time.  Current research suggests that “driving 
evaluations be conducted every 6 months for drivers with very mild to mild dementia” 

(Molnar, F., et al., 2006: 295 – 297). 

Once the ministry receives the Medical Conditions report submitted by the physician a 
medical annalist then considers the individual's ability to drive safely based upon: the 
details in the report submitted by attending physician;  using guidelines established by the 
Canadian Medical Association; and, advice from the Ministry's Medical Advisory 
Committee, whose members are experts in the fields of neurology, cardiology, psychiatry, 
endocrinology, ophthalmology, internal medicine, substance abuse, geriatric medicine and 
psychiatry.  

If an individual is reported to have a clinical condition that is well controlled and the 

individual is under physician care, the ministry generally does not suspend the licence. 
Where stability may be questionable, the ministry may request follow-up medical 
information to confirm stability or request the individual undergo a driving examination or 
other appropriate assessments. 

If a patient then subsequently is involved in a crash the police will file a collision report 

with the ministry.  If the attending police officer feels that there is some medical concern 
that may have contributed to the collision the collision report can be cross referenced with 
the Medical Conditions Report and the ministry then has the option to suspend the 
individual’s license pending a follow up physician assessment. 

Every legally qualified medical practitioner shall report to the Registrar the 
name, address and clinical condition of every person sixteen years of age 
or over depending upon a medical practitioner for medical services, who, 

in the opinion of such medical practitioner is suffering from a condition 
that may make it dangerous for such person to operate a motor vehicle.  
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Reporting patients with dementia to the Ministry of Transportation who 
even after your assessment it is not clear if they are safe to drive 

     The ministry relies on the information provided on the Medical Condition Report to help 
identify individuals who are at significant risk, so that immediate action may be taken to 
ensure they do not drive (refer to “How to file a Medical Condition Report Effectively). 

If upon completion of their review the MOT are unclear if the patient is safe to drive the 
ministry will inform the patient in writing that their licence is temporarily suspended 
pending. 

1. Further evaluation by speciality services such as a neurologist or geriatric 
assessment.   AND / OR 

2. A driving evaluation performed by a certified / approved driving evaluation 
assessment center.  

If a family physician is unsure of a patients driving safety should they 
independently refer their patients for a driving assessment? 

On-road driving assessments are expensive $400- 600.  The MOT suggests that if a 
physician is unsure they should advise the individual to stop driving pending a review 
of the submitted Medical Condition Report by the MOT.  The ministry will then review 
the report and if based upon the clinical information submitted in the report they feel the 
patient is unsafe to drive they will revoke the individual’s license without recommending an 
on-road assessment.  This would save the individual the on road assessment fee.   
     The MOT receives many unsolicited driving assessments where a patient has 
undergone a driving assessment upon advice from their physician and failed – resulting in 
having their license revoked.  As the list is constantly changing the list of currently 
accredited facilities is not given out by the MOT.  The MOT provides the individual with a 
list of the accredited on-road driving assessment facilities nearest them. 
 

If you are unsure but you suspect that there may be a significant risk to 
driving. You are arranging further assessment and you have requested 
(in writing, to caregiver also, if necessary) that the patient not drive until 
you complete the assessment. Is this sufficient? 

 
Under current legislation a physician can not officially suspend or revoke an individual’s 
license.  Only the MOT has this authority.  However, as indicated in section 203 of the 
Highway Traffic Act physicians must report a condition that may make it dangerous to 
operate a motor vehicle.  The practitioner should submit a Medical Condition Report to 
the MOT notifying them of the physicians recommendation regarding a temporary 
suspension pending further assessment. 
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Reporting patients to the MOT for immediate suspension or termination of their 
drivers license as they are unsafe to drive 
 

Refer to “How to file a Medical Report (Effectively) to the Ministry of Transportation”.  The 
MOT informs an individual in writing that their license has been revoked.  The individual is 
also informed that they can seek re-instatement by being re-assessed by their family 
physician or seeking an on-road driving assessment.  

What Conditions to Report 

The Canadian Medical Association publishes the "Physician's Guide to Driver 
Examination" to assist physicians in determining which conditions may make it dangerous 
to drive safely. The guide is available from the Canadian Medical Association. 

Patient's Right to Access This Report 

The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act requires the ministry to provide 
your patient with a copy of this report if requested. It may be withheld only if there is 
evidence that its release would threaten the health or safety of yourself, the patient or 
another individual. If you are concerned that the release of this report would threaten 
someone's health or safety, make sure you notify the ministry by checking the appropriate 
box on the front of this form or by calling the ministry at 416-235-1773 or 1-800-268-1481.  
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To ensure document recognition, please do not photocopy this form 

To obtain copies of the Medical Condition Report form 

 Download the Medical Condition Report (PDF - 713 K) 
(To complete this PDF file, you will require Adobe Acrobat Reader 7.0.) 

www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/medreport/index.html 

 To order forms: 
e-mail driverimprovementoffice@mto.gov.on.ca, or 
call 416-235-1773 or 1-800-268-1481  

Mail or fax 
completed forms to: 

 
Registrar of Motor 
Vehicles, Medical Review 
Section 
Ministry of Transportation 
2680 Keele Street 
Downsview ON  M3M 3E6 

Telephone: 

416 – 235 -1773  or1- 800 
– 268 -1481 

Fax: 

416 - 235 – 3400 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/medreport/medreport.pdf
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/medreport/index.html
mailto:driverimprovementoffice@mto.gov.on.ca

