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Alois Alzheimer

1906 Alzheimer reports the first case 
of August D

1960s Re-emergence of interest in 
dementia

1970s Cholinergic deficits in AD 
identified

1980s First trials of cholinergic 
enhancing therapies

1990s Cholinesterase inhibitors 
licensed and emergence of 
amyloid hypothesis

2000s First trials of anti-amyloid 
treatments

Short history of Alzheimerôs disease



Alois Alzheimer

Alzheimerôs disease 
From ñunusual diseaseò to global healthcare 

problem in 100 years

Auguste D

Number of people with dementia in 

developed and developing 

countries 

(Ferri et al, Lancet 2005)


